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The Emmanuel Project EYFS Scheme of Work  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Why is the  
ǿƻǊŘ ΨDƻŘΩ ǎƻ 
important  to 
Christians? 

Why do 
Christians 
perform 

nativity plays 
at Christmas? 

How can we 
help others 
when they 
need it? 

Why do 
Christians put 
a cross in an 

Easter 
garden? 

What makes 
every single 

person 
unique and 
precious? 

How can we 
care for our 
wonderful 

world? 

 

 

  

  

CREATION 1 INCARNATION 1 SALVATION 2 SALVATION 1 INCARNATION 2 CREATION 2 

Including an 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Χ 

Including an 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Χ 

Including an 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Χ 

Including an 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Χ 

Including an 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Χ 

Including an 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Χ 

A Muslim 
whispering Allah 
ƛƴ ŀ ōŀōȅΩǎ ŜŀǊ 

A Muslim story: 
Muhammad and 

the Ants 

A Sikh story: Har 
Gobind and the 

52 Princes 

A Buddhist story: 
The Monkey King 

Hindus 
celebrating at  

Raksha Bandhan 

Tu be Shevat: the 
WŜǿƛǎƘ Ψ.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
ƻŦ ¢ǊŜŜǎΩ 

The EmmanuelLong Term Plan for EYFS

It is useful to have copies of the EYFS units to hand as you follow this introduction.



The EmmanuelProject and Understanding Christianity
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Unpacking the three key Christian beliefs

Creation ςmaking things / caring for what is made
Å God is unique and holy (different) /  the author of creation / maker of 

heaven and earth
Å Humans are a special part of creation / made to enjoy creation and to 

care for it

Incarnation ςhaving a body / being a person
Å WŜǎǳǎ  ƛǎ ΨDƻŘ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘŜΩ  ƻǊ ΨDƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΩ κ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ 

God/ revealing what a human should be 
Å IǳƳŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ΨƛƴǎƛŘŜΩ κ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

relationship ςwith God and each other

Salvation ςbeing rescued / helping people
Å WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŀǾƛƻǳǊΩ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴ κ shortcomings,  

and restore life and hope / friendship with God ςbut it costs
Å IǳƳŀƴǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜƭǇΩ WŜǎǳǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ κ ƴƻ-one is perfect ςeveryone needs 

help ςeveryone can also offer help others in need



Each unit contains a 
summary of the  

Christian belief being 
unpacked.







Meet Tom and Tessa

We can help you teach 
about the Christian 

faith.  We can tell you 
what we learn about 

God and Jesus and the 
Bible.  We can share 

how we celebrate and 
what we are taught 

about the right way to 
live.



Each Emmanuelunit follows an Enquiry Cycle
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ

1. Engage

2. 
Enquire

3. 
Explore

4. 
Evaluate

5. 
Express

Biblical 
Narrative

Community 
Practice

Christian 
Living



Each EYFS unit gives some general guidance on 
ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ κ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  

EVALUATE
childrenôs 
learning in 
teacher -led 

sessions and in 
relevant aspects 
of continuous / 

enhanced 
provision

Teacherôs note: Decisions about assessment should be made before starting the unit but this is a 
good point to stop and think!   The following may help:

What have we learnt?  How well have we learnt?

¶ Try a mind map ïtogether as a class or in groups.  

¶ Encourage children to record/ share what they have learnt as individuals.  

¶ Use the class RE scrapbook to discuss your learning journey together.

¶ Consider how to answer any remaining questions.

Can we answer the big question at the start of the unit?   How well?

¶ Use discussion to construct an answer together.

¶ Encourage children to self-assess and justify their decisions.

¶ Check out the KS1 SOLO taxonomy hexagons and use the key vocabulary on page 4 to 
create big floor hexagons for this unit to use as a class. 

Are we making progress in RE as a subject?  How much?

¶ If working towards end of year expectations, check tasks were set and completed, using the 
grid on p.18 OR an Assessment framework from your RE subject leader. 

¶ Use any opportunity to link learning between units of work and across subjects.

See óAssessing RE 
in your schoolô p. 
17 -18 for 
decisions about 
how /what to 
assess.

Different schools 
have different 
requirements.  
Check with your 
RE Subject 
Leader.

Use examples
of KS1 Solo 
Taxonomy 
hexagons on 
the Emmanuel 
Project Flash 
drive to help 
create some to 
use in this unit.



Some teachers will need to collect evidence for End of 
year expectations, as in Suffolk.  

Attainment Target 1 - Learning about religion and belief Attainment Target 2 - Learning from religion and belief

Strand a) beliefs, 
teachings and sources

Strand b) practices 
and ways of life

Strand c) forms of 
expression

Strand d) identity and 
belonging

Strand e) meaning, 
purpose and truth

Strand f) values and 
commitments

YR Ra I can remember 
something that 
happens in the 
Christian story of Easter 

Rb I can recognize 
something a Christian 
is doing because of 
their religion e.g. 
making the sign of the 
cross

Rc I can recognise 
things which are 
important to Christians 
e.g. pictures of Jesus, 
different crosses 

Rd I can talk about 
things that happen to 
me e.g. going 
somewhere special, 
doing things with my 
family 

Re I can talk about 
something interesting 
in a story e.g. that 
makes me ask a 
question

Rf I can talk about 
what is important or 
special to me e.g. a 
favourite story, food or 
a souvenir  

Y1 1a I can remember 
parts of the Easter 
story, and know it is 
special to Christians

1b  I can use the right 
words to talk about 
how a Christian 
celebrates Easter at 
church e.g. Bible, 
Alleluia, songs

1c I can suggest why 
a cross in an Easter 
garden is an 
important reminder to 
a Christian

1d I can talk about 
some things happening 
which surprised or 
amazed my family, my 
class or people in my 
religion

1e  I can ask why a 
story is told, and what 
I learn from it, 
including the stories of 
Easter

1f I can talk about 
whether being forgiven 
and having a new start 
is important for me 
and why 



Each unit encourages a range of ways for children to 
share or express their learning. 



Each unit makes suggestions for continuous and 
enhanced provision to complement the teaching.



Each unit lists helpful resources, some of which are 
used in more than one unit e.g. Bible storybooks.



Each unit has a main focus on Christianity but includes a 
sample from faiths other than Christianity.

Whispering 

Allah into 

.ŀōȅΩǎ ŜŀǊΥ 

Muslim birth 

custom

The Muslim 

story of 

Muhammad 

caring for  the 

Ants

The Sikh story 

of Guru Har

Gobindsaving 

the 52 Princes 

The Buddhist 

story of the 

Monkey King

A Hindu festival 

for brothers 

and sisters: 

Raksha 

Bandhan

Tu .ΩǎƘŜǾŀǘς

the Jewish 

holiday for 

planting trees



Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ΧΦ

You will find a breakdown of 
all six EYFS units to show 
roughly what ground is being 
covered and how in the 
Engage, Enquireand Explore
sections.

You will find it helpful to look 
at printed paper versions at 
the same time.

You may want to annotate a 
unit to show which parts of 
each lesson you think you 
may use, work out timings, 
etc.  





²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄΚ  ²ƘƻǎŜ ōƻȄ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ

ÅOpen a Treasure Box and look at the 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ

ÅStart making your own treasure box 
and make your own name to label 
it.

ÅMeet Tom, Tessa and their Treasure 
Box ςunpack some Christian items.

ÅDo we know any Christians?

ENGAGE



Who is special to you?  What are their names?  
Why is God a VIP in a Christian family?

ÅWe talk about VIPs.

Å²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨD-O-5ΩΦ
ÅKing of the universe

ÅInvisible / everywhere

ÅFriend

ÅCreator

ÅΧ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨƴŀƳŜΩΦ 

ÅJesus teaches Christians 
about God.

ENQUIRE

Maybe children will 
ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨDƻŘΩ ƛƴ 
a new way for the first 

time in this lesson.

Muslims like a baby 
to hear the name 
ΨDƻŘΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴȅ 
other word.



What Bible stories/ words do Tom and 
Tessa learn about?

EXPLORE: BIBLICAL NARRATIVE

ÅTom and Tessa wonder about 
jellies and jellyfish.

ÅGrandadreads about God 
making the world including 
sea-creatures.

ÅWhy did God make jellyfish?

ÅCan we make a jellyfish?

ÅGod -ǘƘŜ ΨƎƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩΦ



²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǎǎŀΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ

ÅTom and Tessa get 
ready for a harvest 
service.

ÅThey thank God for 
their food.

ÅThey choose a 
harvest song.

ÅThey go to Harvest 
Messy Church.

EXPLORE: CHURCH



How are Tom and Tessa taught to live 
their lives?

ÅTom and Tessa learn to use 
the name of God with care; 
it is precious and holy.

ÅaǳƳΩǎ ǇŜŀǊƭǎ ςŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
parable of pearls.

ÅWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ 
Ƙƻƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ς
ΨIŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΦΩ

EXPLORE: CHRISTIAN LIVING





How do we know who someone is?

ÅCostumes and charades

ÅTom and Tessa bring in 
dressing up clothes for 
acting Bible stories.

ÅPlaying the part of Jesus  
who does and says 
amazing things

ÅWhat is happening here?  
Feeding of 5000 ςJohn 
August Swanson

ENGAGE



How do Christians find out what Jesus is like?  
Who do they think he is?

Å!Ŏǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCŜŜŘƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ рлллΩ

ÅLook at pictures of Jesus 
stories in a story-bible.

ÅChristians believe Jesus is 
God come to earth.

ÅInterview an Open the Book 
team.

ENQUIRE



What stories do Tom and Tessa learn from 
the Bible about Jesus?

ÅWhat did the teachers look 
like when they were babies?

ÅTom and Tessa bring in 
nativity figures.

ÅWe match the figures to the 
Christmas stories.

ÅJesus is like a treasure ςhe is 
God come to earth as a baby.

EXPLORE: BIBLICAL NARRATIVE



How do Tom and Tessa celebrate at church at 
Christmas-time?

ÅSing Happy Birthday to Tom 
and Tessa.

ÅLots of people remember 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅat Christmas.

ÅWe help Tom and Tessa with 
their nativity play.

ÅWe take photos of ourselves 
as nativity characters.

EXPLORE: CHURCH



What special things do Tom and Tessa do as 
Christians at Christmas?

ÅWe practise wrapping 
presents.

ÅWhat is the best present 
at Christmas?

ÅTom and Tessa go carol-
singing for charity.

ÅWe learn a carol too and 
talk about the words.

EXPLORE: CHRISTIAN LIVING





Can you help me?

ÅThe superheroes 
visit our class.

ÅWe find out about a 
snail who is a hero!

ÅWe think how we 
can help.

ÅWe offer to be a 
hero for the day!

ENGAGE



Who do you talk to if you need help?  Who do 
Christians ask for help?

ÅHow would we help the 
ƎƛǊƭ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ IǳƎŜ .ŀƎ ƻŦ 
²ƻǊǊƛŜǎΩΚ

Å5 people to help ςwe 
make a helping hand!

ÅTom and Tessa ask God 
for help in a prayer.

ÅWe look at a prayer 
book and sing e.g. 
Kumbayah/ Talk to him.

ENQUIRE



What stories do Tom and Tessa learn from 
the Bible about Jesus?

ÅWe find someone who 
needs help lying on our 
floor!

ÅOur teacher mimes a 
famous story that Jesus 
told:  The Good 
Samaritan

ÅWe find out about the 
hero in this Bible story.

EXPLORE: BIBLICAL NARRATIVE



Why do Tom and Tessa light candles at the 
cathedral?

ÅTom and Tessa have brought 
candles to light.

ÅSometimes the twins worry 
and need help.

Å¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΦ

ÅGrandadtakes them to light 
candles in the cathedral as a 
ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ

EXPLORE: CHURCH



What special things do Tom and Tessa do to help 
others in Lent?

ÅTom and Tessa go to a 
pancake party.

ÅThe vicar announces the 
start of LENT. 

Å40 days of doing good 
things even if we have to 
give up things we like. 

ÅΨ[ƻǾŜ [ƛŦŜ [ƛǾŜ [ŜƴǘΩ 
project

EXPLORE: CHRISTIAN LIVING





What is a bridge and 
how can it help?

ÅWe think about the 
bridge ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ Three Billy 
Dƻŀǘǎ DǊǳŦŦΩΦ

ÅWe build our own 
bridges.

ÅWe use special words: 
help, rescue and save.

ÅWe may hear a Buddhist 
story about a bridge.

ENGAGE 

http://ottersrcjs.primaryblogger.co.uk/uncategorized/building-bridges/attachment/imgp2736-medium/


Why is a cross a special symbol for 
Christians?

ENQUIRE

ÅWe make shapes with our bodies!

ÅWe try making a cross shape.

ÅTom and Tessa show us some crosses 

ÅWe learn about making the sign of the 
cross



What Bible Stories do Tom and Tessa hear?

ÅTom and Tessa are given 
a palm cross at church.

ÅWe dress up and re-enact 
the story of Palm Sunday 
from the Bible.

Å²Ŝ ǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ ŀ ΨƘƻǎŀƴƴŀΩ 
song.

Å²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
and connect it to the 
cross symbol.

EXPLORE: BIBLICAL NARRATIVE



²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǎǎŀΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ

ÅGood Friday and eating 
Hot Cross buns 

ÅEaster Saturday and 
making Easter Gardens

ÅEaster Sunday, the 
Easter shout and an 
egg hunt

ÅOrganising an Easter 
photo-shoot

EXPLORE: CHURCH



How are Tom and Tessa taught to live their lives?

ÅThe Easter Garden is 
broken

ÅWhose fault is it? 
ÅMum acts as a bridge, 

like Jesus.
ÅThe cross is a symbol 

of forgiveness and 
fresh starts

ÅTom and Tessa re-make 
the Easter Garden

EXPLORE: CHRISTIAN LIVING





²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎΩ ƳŜŀƴΚ

ÅI am holding 
something precious in 
my hand: what is it?

ÅTom and Tessa like 
hunting for things.

ÅWhat did the woman 
ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
find?

ENGAGE



How precious is a baby?  Is everyone precious?

ÅMeet a baby; it is 
precious.

ÅWe all grow older; we 
ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎΧ 
and unique.

ÅPeople look for us if 
we are lost.

ÅMary and Joseph 
looked for Jesus 
when he got lost.

ENQUIRE



What stories do Tom and Tessa learn from 
the Bible about Jesus?

ÅTom and Tessa need to 
practise acting a story 
of Jesus welcoming the 
children.

ÅWe think about how we 
welcome others.

ÅWe learn a welcoming 
song.

EXPLORE: BIBLICAL NARRATIVE



²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǎǎŀΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ

ÅTom and Tessa go to a 
Thanksgiving for their 
baby cousin at church.

ÅGod welcomes everyone.

ÅWe make a church and 
ŀŎǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ Ψ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎΩΦ

ÅWe make a welcome 
banner.



How are Tom and Tessa taught to live their lives?

ÅTom and Tessa invite 
us to ice cakes.

ÅWe find out about 
Ψ.ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜǿΩ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ

Å²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ DƻƭŘŜƴ 
wǳƭŜΧΦ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
remember everyone is 
precious and unique.





What is so wonderful about the world?

ÅWe read: Wonderful Earth ς
Butterworth and Inkpen

Å²Ŝ ǿŀǘŎƘ Ψ/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀƭƭǎΩΦ

ÅTom, Tessa bring in their  
Treasure Box again.

ÅWe revisit the Creation Story.

ENGAGE / ENQUIRE



Whose job is it to take care of things?

ÅClearing up a mess and meeting 
the caretaker ςcan we help put 
some things right?

ÅHow can we take care of the 
world?  Whose job is it to look 
after the whole world?

ÅTom and Tessa help in the garden.  

ÅWe hear about Jewish New Year 
for Trees.

ENQUIRE



What Bible Stories/ words do Tom and 
Tessa learn about?

ÅTom and Tessa look at 
bugs.  They hear about 
Adam naming the animals.

ÅWe sing a bug song from 
Ψaƛƴƛ-.ŜŀǎǘǎΩ όhǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Ark): If I were a mini-beast 

Åhttp:// www.youtube.com
/watch?v=n8bKBOhGpcI

EXPLORE: BIBLICAL NARRATIVE



²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǎǎŀΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ

ÅTom and Tessa prepare for a pet 
service for Animal Welfare Sunday.

Å¢ƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ΨCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƴȅ !ƴǘΩΦ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0
sUPK7LqAj8

Å¢ƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ΨŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
church banner saying: Lord you have 
made so many things!  How wisely 
you made them! The earth is filled 
with your creatures!  (Psalm 104 v.24)

EXPLORE: CHURCH


