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The Emmanuel Long Term Plan for LKS2

It is useful to have copies of the LKS2 units to hand as you follow this introduction.

NB There are three additional Christianity units which could replace any of the above.



The Emmanuel Long Term Plan for LKS2 with Suffolk Learning Themes

It is useful to have copies of the LKS2 units to hand as you follow this introduction.



Each unit has a question as its title which includes a key religious 
concept or belief.  This belief forms the heart of the unit.



Each unit also has a symbol to represent its central concept / 
belief.    Some of these are obviously religious; some are not.



The Christianity units in LKS2 and several of the other faiths use a 
character as a guide to their religion, continuing a successful 

method used in EYFS and KS1. 

Sam is an imaginary Christian 

character who acts as a guide 

to living out Christian faith. 

Sam provides a simple 

Christian context for the LKS2 

Emmanuel units, a back-story 

with which children can 

identify.



Sam’s role:

He helps teachers and children talk about things Christian 
children learn or do.  

He provides a context for pupils’ learning which is easier to 
handle than talking abstractly about religious people. 

He tells us about everyday things which happen in his life 
which can then be discussed by the class.  

He introduces things which might happen at his church or at 
different churches where he has friends.

He helps by bringing in a bag containing Christian artefacts or 
books e.g. his Bibles – a children’s story bible and a real one 
with chapters and verses.   

Teachers could equally well create their own cartoon character or use 
photos of children to create similar characters.  The name ‘Sam’ is also 
immaterial; feel free to change it.



Each Emmanuel unit follows an Enquiry Cycle approach to develop 
children’s learning.  The focus throughout is developing 
understanding of the key belief.

1. Engage

2. 
Enquire

3. 
Explore

4. 
Evaluate

5. 
Express Biblical (or 

other faith) 
Narrative

Religious 
Community 
Practice

Christian (or 
other faith) 
Living



Here is an example of the kind of content to expect in 
one of the units:  



The unit begins with the central concept or belief.



This is 
Baljit.

The unit introduces BALJIT whose role is similar to that of SAM 
as introduced earlier.

In this unit, Baljit talks to his mum about being teased at 
school for his long hair and patka. 

He writes a note for his teacher to read out about what it 
means to be equal.

He talks about Guru Nanak’s birthday. 

He brings in a giant saucepan and a small silver bowl.

He helps us with a virtual visit to a gurdwara.



Engage 
with ideas which underpin 
the concept of equality

• Are these the same or 
different?

• Have you ever thought 
that’s not fair?

• What is a patka?  Why 
do Sikhs wear turbans?

• How are we both 
different and equal?



Enquire 
into the importance of equality 
to the Sikh community

• Are we all equal in 
school?

• What do Sikhs say about 
equality?

• Does everyone have 
more to learn?

• How do Sikhs today 
know Guru Nanak’s 
teaching?



Explore (1) 
beliefs in equality in Sikh story or religious text

• What is this pot for?

• Who are these important 
people?

• What should Amar Das 
do? What happened?

• Did Amar Das make the 
right decision? 

• What words did Amar Das 
leave to remind Sikhs of 
his belief in equality?



Explore (2) 
the ways in which equality is 
practised in the Sikh community

• What is happening 
here?  What is this 
bowl for?

• What if our classsroom
was the prayer hall in 
the gurdwara?

• What would Baljit tell 
you about at his 
gurdwara?

• How did it feel to visit 
this gurdwara?



Explore (3) 
how Sikhs experience a sense of 
equality in their personal lives

• What kind of a pot 
is this?

• What is langar like 
in Britain?

• What might it be 
like to experience 
langar here in 
school?



Evaluate 
pupils’ learning about equality 
in Sikhism e.g.

• Mind maps

• Quick Quizzes

• Solo Taxonomy hexagons

• Traffic lights

• Using the key symbol

• Working towards end of 
year expectations / 
assessment

• Class scrapbook records





Example of Quick Quiz for this unit:



Some teachers will need to collect evidence for End of 
year expectations.  These are Suffolk expectations. 



Express 
your RE learning so it can be shared with others. 

EXPRESS 
your RE learning 
about equality in 
Sikhism so it can 
be shared with 

others 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Teacher’s note: You will have done a variety of different kinds of work during the unit which may 
already have been shared with others.  In the ‘expressing’ be sure to encourage the use of key 
words from the unit. 

Here are some more ways you might share your learning with others: 

• Poetry: Much of the Gurus’ teaching is expressed in poetry or song.  Display your poetry 
about langar and equality on a langar WOW wall.  

• Hold a debate.  Is everyone equal in the world? Explain that you are holding the 
debate because of what you have learnt about equality in Sikhism.  Say what you have 
learnt. Then use one of the following: 

 The video clip: http://www.youthforhumanrights.org/   (1.03 min) 
 The book:  ‘We are All Born Free’  (Human rights in pictures) 
 Pictures of children: school child, child soldier, starving child, child field worker, 

refugee, child with football / present, child in wheelchair 

 Two children present for and against.  The audience decide and vote. 

• Paint pictures of a world where everyone is treated equally.  You may want to try and 
paint something influenced by one of the Sikh stories or quotations from Sikh writings that 
you have heard.  Display with Sikh pictures of the stories and copies of the Sikh words. 

• Create a little book of advice.  How can we make the world a 
more equal place?  Make a zigzag book of your top tips as a class.   

• Open your own free kitchen.  Serve food for all.  How will you 
explain what you are doing?  Give recipients a small postcard with an 
explanation of your learning, as you serve them food. 

• Giving water to the enemy - Tell the story of Guru Gobind Singh and Bhai Ghanaiya the 
water-carrier to another class or in a class assembly.  Display and read these words, before 
explaining something about ‘equality’ to Sikhs: 

• I see no stranger, I see no enemy – I get along with everyone.  Whoever God has created, 
I accept as good.  This is the sublime wisdom I have obtained from the Holy and Wise; the 
divine light of God pervades all. (Guru Granth Sahib p.1099)   

 

These activities 
often provide the 
chance to gather 
evidence needed for 
the end of year 
expectations or to 
judge what has 
been learnt and 
how well. 

 
We Are All Born 
Free by Amnesty 
International  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bhai Ghanaiya by 
an 8 yr old Sikh: 
https://www.you
tube.com/watch?
v=2f6bA9NnVyE  
Also see: 
http://bowsikhyo
uth.blogspot.co.u
k/2008/10/story-
of-bhai-
kanhaiya.html 
 
Pictures of Bhai 
Ghanaiya on web 
 
Jesus’ story of the 



Each unit lists helpful resources, some of which are used in 
more than one unit.  You do not need all the resources but do 
try and build them up over time.


