
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


Welcome to Bug Club Phonics at Cockfield Primary School!

Dear Parents/ Guardians,

At Cockfield Primary School, we use the Bug Club Phonics programme to support children in learning to read. This approach helps children develop strong phonics skills by blending the sounds (phonemes) linked to the letters and letter groups (graphemes) they see. Bug Club Phonics is based on extensive research into the most effective ways to teach reading, and we are proud of the progress our pupils have made using it.
What is Phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read by helping them understand the relationship between letters (graphemes) and the sounds they represent (phonemes). At Cockfield Primary School, phonics is taught daily as part of our early reading curriculum. Children in Reception and Year 1 follow a structured programme using Bug Club Phonics, and phonics continues to be reinforced in Year 2 to support fluency and spelling. This systematic approach gives children the tools they need to decode words, build confidence, and develop a lifelong love of reading.
Reading Books

The reading books your child brings home are carefully matched to their phonics ability, helping them practise and consolidate what they’ve learned in school. Each book is designed to build confidence and make reading an enjoyable experience. As a school, we recommend that children read every day, aiming for at least five reads a week. In the early stages, regular reading aloud at home is invaluable - little and often is key. For older pupils who prefer to read silently, create quiet opportunities and then chat about what they’ve read. This simple step helps keep comprehension skills strong.
How You Can Help at Home
Each Bug Club Phonics book includes helpful notes to guide you:
· Front cover: Ideas for activities before and during reading, such as practising sounds, blending, and checking understanding.

· Back cover: Fun tasks to consolidate learning and build fluency.
When sharing books with your child, try these simple steps:
· Before reading: Look at the cover together and talk about what the book might be about.

· During reading: Support your child with tricky words and check they understand what they’re reading.

· After reading: Discuss the story - ask questions like how and why to encourage deeper thinking and comprehension.
If you’d like more information or have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher - they’ll be happy to help.
Kind Regards,

Miss Jones

